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of the river, but the river had already shifted its.
course half a mile away, leaving the old bed still
visible, as it is to-day The Lahore palace was a
high and noble edifice, but very inferior to the
palaces at Delhi and Agra.
At Lahore they waited for the melting
of the snows in the passes that give access to
Kashmir. They followed the Pir Panjal route by
way of Bhimbar. They had to cut down their
kit. and change their tents to smaller ones suitable
for the hill country The heat was intense until
they reached the hills, and there were many
casualties on the march. The retinue of the
king and the nobles was also very much curtail-
ed. And yet it was estimated that the number
of porters employed at Bhimbar was fifteen
thousand. A roy^i ordinance fixed their pay at
twenty rupees for every 100 Ibs. weight. The
time or distance covered by this wage is not
stated, but in any case it seems to have been on
a very liberal scale, and we can understand the
large number of volunteers who came of their
own accord in order to earn money, in addition
to those who were ordered up by authority.
As soon as they had climbed the Pir Fcinjal range,
and begun the descent into the valley of Kashmir,
there was a marvellous change in temperature and
scenery. They were transported on a sudden from
the torrid to the temperate zone. Bernier thought
he was transferred from India to Europe, " I almost
raagined myself, " he says, fc* in the mountains of